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Hello Auxiliaries, over the last few months, we have celebrated events such as Memorial
Day, Flag Day, and Sre fuurth of July. We have atso dected new officers and held
Department Convention. Each of $ese events provides valuable opportunaties fior
historians to capture photographs Srat help preserve the history of our Auxiliary.
Historians--and Auxiliary members alike-serve as the sbrytellers of our organization
for future generations. When taking photographt it is imporafi not only to capture the
image itself but also to provide key informa[on about the sbry behind it. We all know
the "Hve Ws,'and they are an excellerrt guide when documenting photographs:

Itho is in the picture? $lhat is happening? When was the photo taken?
Whse was it taken? Why is the event significant?

When capturing momenb for your Auxiliary's history, keep these guidelines in mindi
. Make sure everyone is looking at the camera. If neesary point to where you

want pmple b focus their atEntion.
. Take multiple phobs to ine€ase your chane of capturing the perfect shot.
. Whenever possible, avoid harsh shadows and poor lighting. Natural or direct

lighting often produces the best resulB.
. Alyvays ask for permis$on before taking someone's photograph'
. If chiidren are inc1uded in ttre phffi, ensure a parent or guardian has completed

the approyiate photo release form.
. If alcoholic bevenges are being sery€d at an event, politely ask indMduals to set

their drinks aside before taking the photo. This helps maintain a pmftssional and

family-friendly image.

There arc many options available for Auxiliaries b preserve their photograpts digitally'

One popular dpice is ffitjng digibal phe books or online phobo albums. Platforms

such'as Shutterfly, Canva, ana mi*oot offer free accounts that allow you to upload

photos at your convenience and organize thsn into albums'

This can be an excellent tOol for historians to create a yearbook-style reord of the

nuxittrry's activities throughout $e year. Phctos can be uploaded after eadt event'

ffir"t" n igt .3ptlonr a,iC O"rcriptions, much like a traditional scrapbook or photo

album.



Media Relations involves working with various iorms of media b inform the public about
an organization's mission, policies, programs, and adivitis in a positive, consistent, and
credible manner.

The dutia of a Media Relations Chairman en@mpass many diftrent areas, and they do
not have to accomplish them alone. Chairmen are ercouraged to rrrork with other
Auxiliary members and chairmen to help promote the work of the Auxiliary effectively.
One of the primary responsibilitie of the Media Relations Cleirman is ensuring that the
Auxilhry's programs, arenE, and accompli*rnEnts are visible to both members and the
community. This includes collaborating with other program chairmen to promote
important information through platforms such as Facebook and other social media
channels. For example, the National Home Helpline is an excellent resource that can be
prcmoted through social media to increase awareness and rcach those who may need
assistance. When program chairmen and Media Relations work bgeder, the Auxiliary is
better able to highlight its programs and achieve success across all areas.
Another imporbnt aspect of i4edia Relations is promoting events sponsored by bo*r the
Auxiliary and the VFW Post. Effective prcmotion helps ensure that not only your
members, but als members from neighboring Posts and Auxiliaries, as well as
community members, are aware of opportunities b participate and provide support.

Promotion efforB may include;
. Creating Facebook evenE
. Posting event informaton on your Auxiliary's social nredia pags
. Designing and distributing flyers
. Sharing information through local media ouis and community calendars

Working closely with the Auxiliary Preidenl event chairmen, and other members can
help maximize attendance and contribute to the overall success of your airents,
Communication with rnembers is another key component of Media Relations. Auxiliaries
should utilize a variety of communication methods to enzure information reache all
members. While social roedia is a valuable bol, not all members use thee platforms.
Newsletters remain an effective \ ny to share updfies, announcernents, and program
information. Newsletters can be mailed, emaihd, or prinEd and distributed to members
rnonthly or qurterly.
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